Te Moana

For wind band

Anthony Ritchie

Te Moana, op.189

For wind band



Anthony Ritchie, 2016

This piece was commissioned by The Royal New Zealand Navy Band based in

Auckland, to celebrate its 75‘[h centenary in 2016. It was written for an anniversary
CD recording as well as live performance. Te Moana translates to ‘The sea’, and is
inspired not just by this but also by the history of the Navy, and its crew who have
faced many challenges over the years. The sea holds a special place in New Zealand
culture, from the first arrivals on waka approximately 800 years ago, right through to
recent missions undertaken by the Navy. Drowning at sea is sometimes referred to as
the ‘New Zealand death’, and this piece begins with a short memorial for sailors lost
in the line of duty. Following this, the music speeds up and captures the energy and
bold spirit of the Navy, and this spirit pervades the rest of the piece. A quieter second
theme provides contrast, and contemplates the vastness and beauty of the sea,
enlivened with sea birds.

Duration: 7 minutes approximately

Dedicated to The Royal New Zealand Navy Band

Instrumentation
. 1 flute
. 1 oboe

*  4clarinets in B flat

. 1 bassoon

* 2 alto saxophones in E flat

* 2 tenor saxophones in B flat
. 2 french horns in F

* 4 trumpets in B flat

. 1 euphonium in B flat

* 3 trombones

*  2tubas

. 1 double bass

. Timpani and 3 percussionists (tom toms, snare drum, bass drum, crash
cymbals, suspended cymbals, tam tam, glockenspiel, vibraphone)
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for The Royal New Zealand Navy Band

Bold, with expression
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